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UNITED STATES 'NMENT 

Memoran 



DIRECTOR, FBI date: 3/30/65 



<OM /' SAC, MOBILE (SELMA) (44-1245) 



flJECr: [ / EUGENE THOMAS; 

V/ ET AL 



/ 



_ • / 

. j • ■ 



VIOLA GREGG LIUZZO, aka - VICTIM; 
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM 
CR - EL 

Re report of ^^WKM W 3/30/65, at 

Mobile (Selma). ^ *y ? 



Enclose d_to the Bureau ar e five copies of referenced 
report of SA dated 3/30/65. Additional 

* \ copies are provided because of the nature of the investi- 

gation. . '1 

— 

Additional copies are provided Birmingham and 
iJobile for investigative use. 

The report is not being disseminated to^ Departmental 
Attorney or USAs until advised to do so by the Bureau. 

A Amfi 1 f!y«anH Ti ir>n i c< c/tkA/4n1 nrl -F ■»» A ^-w. -5 1 S. 1 O C C 

and Bureau is requested to promptly advise. 



'72 - Bureau iCliji'c . 5) 1 ) C t' ^ 
1 - Birmingham 
1 - Mobile (Selma) 
JRC/mjr 



(4) 



-./> *(W- T - < r • / - *> 



EX-IOi,' 




/ '■•/ / 




UNITED STASIS CO^lNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. DeLoach , date: 3-29-65 

<k / 

:cT: FBI Pi*ESS RELEASES , 

The attached news ticker story concerning the Alabama civil rights 
murder of Mrs. ViolarLiuzzo highlights the Bureau's discretion in handling press 
releases regarding major investigations. 

The wisdom of the Bureau's long-standing policy of issuing an initial 
and pertinent press release dealing with facts rightfully belong to the public and ther 
declining additional comment has been reaffirmed in this case and has stimulated 
even greater respect for the Bureau's proper position in handling such matters. Th 
apparent respect evidenced by the press for the Bureau's position is another f 
vindication of the propriety of the Bureau's press release procedures. 



COMMENDATION: 



For information. 



\ 



1 - Mr. DeLoach V 

1- Mr. Mohr i * 

1 - Mr. Belmont y/ , s 

1 - Mr. Gale If" & - — z 

1 - Mr. Rosen ".*" r -r* -/ 7 

1 - Mr. Sullivan ' *~ *• : 3 



COMMUNICATIONS SECTION, (?) 



MAR27KG5p 



I VJASH DC 



~E?!i THOMAS/ ET 




.v 




ai<. 'l-.-t*. 

T ic If-* 

M . • 1 ' , ' 

Mi n Din 



I 3IRMGHAM 

35 C5T URGENT 3-27-65 WXP 

DIRECTOR 

OM: BIRMINGHAM (44-1235) (P) 2P 

rA < 

AL / VI0L^LUI220 . AKA MRS. A NTH OMY LJJIZ Z3 / 
?0Y JEROM^MOTON DASH VICTIMS, CR DASH EL. 



/ 



/ 

/t 



RE BIRMINGHAM TELS, MARCH TVENTYSIX, LAST. 




ADVISED EUGENE THOMAS, GARY THOEAS 



^3 



VE, AND WILLIAM 0. EAT 014 RELEASED ON BOND APPROXIMATELY NINE THIRTY \ 
EVENING MARCH TWENTY3IX. 30ND PUT UP IN FOR* OF PROPERTY FRO' 4 / 
VY KLANS.VEN. THREE SUBJECTS IMMEDIATELY WET : 4ITH ■} ATT KU3PHY, 
TORNEY FOR UK A, INC. , KXKX, R03ERT SHELTON, IMPERIAL VIZARD, 
= E*T CRE^L, GRAND DRAGON, REAL^ OF ALA3AHA, RALPH ROTON, BELIEVED 
*TE KLEA-3LE, ROBERT THOMAS, GRAND TITAN, PROVINCE NUMBER FIVE, AND 
k )E REEVES, EXALTED CYCLOPS, EAST VIEW KLAVERN' j^^f^N' , IN rUR5jiY£| . ^ 
r ICE. PRIMARY DISCUSSION' CONCERNING WHY ROWE NOT GIVEN ^ARI^G ' * 

ML FIVE P.M. 10WE ADVISED GROUP HE WAS DRl^JOjJ M)D ARO!^ ^ ^ 
iKINGHAV AND TO MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, 3Y F3I, WHILE FBI QUEST IONED. _ 
- AND THAT FBI OFFERED HI* ^^y^IE ANYTHING HE WANTED ttf^TCTE TO 



i>tjAFH6 136f , 
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7E EVIDENCE IN '"JUHDER CASE AND AGAINST SH ELTON AND THE KLAN IN 

VERAL. 

D AND ACK 

JRL 

I V'ASH DC 
CL 




F B I 

Date: 



3/27/65 



ismit the following in 
AIRTEL 



(Typ* in plaintext or coda) 

AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 



\ 

L 



TO: DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, TAMPA (44 -New) (RUC) 

EUGEN^THOMAS ^ 

KT AL; qS\ 

MRS. VIOLA GREGG^IUZZO - VICTIM 

CR 



3/27/65 news 
her husb 




advised 
mbles 





not seen 

he called her by telephone and was apparently in or jien 
Tampa. She is in procos|^f obtaining divorce from 
She does not know^| Ipresent whereabouts. She never 

knew him to have any connection with the KKK or interest 
in civil rights matters. Only basis for thinking he jmight 
be identical with THOMAS is physical resemblance of news- 
paper photographs. 

knows very little oifl Mb back- 

ground as she says most of the inf ormationh^gave her was 
later found to be untrue. She described B fcas follows: 



<- ! 



White male, age 47, bori 
height 6', weight 180 pounds, hair brown 
complexion fair, medium build, SSN 
tattoos of star on right forearm. 




eyes green, 
has 



Bureau 
2 - Birmingham 
1 - Tampa 
HKR: jw 
(6) 

C C • W* 



MCT-20 



EX-J0J 1 



2 MAR 2ft 196* 




Special Agent in Charge 



© o 



TP 44 -New 



Foregoing Is for information Bureau and Bi rmingham. 
In* the absence of additional information indica ting-^MBsM Z, o 

is identical to THOMAS, no further investigation contemplated ^ 
by Tampa ♦ 



-2- 



Tfc« Attorney Contra! 



Director, FBI 

OF VIOLA LIU230 



LOWHDKS COTOTT, /JLA3AHA 
KAKC3 25, 1963 
CIVIL EIGHTS - KLSCTI05 LAWS 



April i f ides 

\ 

1 - Mr. Mohr \ 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Conrad 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Malley 
1 - Mr. McGowan 
1 - Mr. Hlnes 



Sac to sod is a tsesoraixfoa setting forth 
developaonta in too FBI's investigation of tho fatal 
shooting of Txs. Viol* Liu»o which say bo of interest 
to 7oa. 



This information has been furnished to tho 
White Bouse. 



Snelosaro 

1 - The Deputy Attorney General (Enclosure) 

1 - Mr. John Dear (Enclosure) 

Actios Assistant Attorney General 



( . 



( f -l 

Iff 



7- / 



JTH/p«: 
1(13) * 

i I 



MAILXO 2 

APR 1 1965 

/ COMM FBI 



* 6 *f 





MAIL BOOM 



TELETYPE UNIT 



I I 



O - Mr. Hbhr 

- Mr. DeLoach 
- - Mr<- Conrad 
1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - "Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. MaXley 

April 1, 1965 ^- 

i 

MDEDER OF VIOLA LITJZ20 1 - Mr. McGowan 
LOTODES COUNTY, ALABAMA 1 - Mr- Hines 
MARCH 25, 1965 



This is to advise you of developments in oar 
investigation of the fatal shooting of Mrs. Viola Liuzzo, 
* civil rights worker, in Lowndes County, Alabama, on 
the night of March 25, 1965. As yon are^aware, four 
subjects, Eugene^Thomas, Tim am Orville^Eaton, Gary Thomas 

<-Rovo, Jr .. and Collie LeroyHu.lkins, Jr., were arrestee! 

by FBI Agents on March 26, 1965, and charged with violation 
Of a Federal civil T»<!*fcta n+n+ti+o in 

— — ~ — — -— — — — - ~ — vw-»w*a**w AM WMUVW *• WAV** WUV 

shooting of Mrs. Liuzzo. The four subjects have posted 
$50,000 bond each and have been released on this charge 
pending Federal Grand Jury action. Subject Wilkins has 
also posted a $500 bond on a Parole Violators Warrant 
which grew out of his previous conviction for a violation 
of the Federal Firearms Act. 




MAIL ROOM CZD TELETYPE UNIT □ ENCLOSUJRfi 



>M 



tJECT: 



Memorandum 



€ DrLoochJ^_ 



Cup** . 



THE DIRECTOR 



DATE: 



3/26/65 



A* H. 



Belmont 





UNKNOWN SUBJECTS 

Viola 6 Liuzzo, Victim 

CIVIL RIGHTS; ELECTION LAWS 



For the Director's information', inspector Mai lav 
and I have been in direct touch with this situation ^* r/JLJ 
throughout the night, and with Inspector Sullivan in Selma/\tT/ 
and SAC Ingram and Inspector McGovern at Birmingham, to 
insure that it was handled rapidly and thoroughly. p£i 

The Birmingham Office and Inspector Sullivan at I 
Selma are working closely together so that we can develop 
the suaaximum of information in the minimum of time. 
Both offices have been instructed that all agents must 
keep their mouths shut and our goal is to develop 
sufficient detail from the informant to permit full 
identification of the subjects and corroborating evidence 
that will permit us to take action as soon as possible 
today, from the standpoint of arrests and searches. 



You will be kept advised. 



I 
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AHB:CSH (5) 

cc Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. McGowan 

Mr. De Loach 




* to* Z 865 




* 9 APR 5^-1965.' 



A 



& 1 



1 / 
) 



F B I 

Date: 3-29-65 



nsmit the following in 
AIRTEL 



(Type in plaintext or code) 
AIRMAIL 



(Priority) 



TO: 

FROM: 
SUBJECT: 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



Attention: .Laboratory 




SAC, MOBILE (44-1245) 



fx 



EUGENJ-^HOMAS , ET AL.; 
VT0T a ft^rfTn7 70^-vnVa, - Victim; 

IOTON - Victim' 



LEROY JEROmSV" 
CR - EL 



ReButei to Mobii*e/seL!IA 3-29-65.' 



✓7. . it . .J 

i0 Q , Mr* l 



On the night of 3-25-65 victimfe car was fired 
uoon by hanJauns bcleved to be c aliber and 




[a\ - Bureau (RM) (Enc. 
VflcK-' (l - Package) 
2 - Mobile v! 

. " l . j 

BWG:kg ,y" , r - ( 



a mar ai w 



(6) 



ApproveoV ?*^ i 7/(-< 

i. , j^', t Special Agent in Charge 



Sent 




FEDERAL ^r^EAU OF INVt^ iGATION 



sm**o omct 
RM INGHAM 


oma or onioix 
MOBILE 


OATS 

3/30/65 


IHVCSTIOATtVC PCRIOO 

3/26-30/65 


LLIAM ^)RVILLE" EATON; 
iLL IE LER0Y*"WILKINS , JR. ; 
RY JJ30MAS>feoWE, JR. 
OLA'LITJZZO y VICTIM; 
:roy jerome^motqn - VICTIM. 


MWWT MADE BY - 

ASAC ROBERT G. JENSEN 1 


TYTSD 

fc 


CHARACTER Of CASE | 

CR - EL / C 



REFERENCE: 



INFORMANTS: 



Birmingham teletype to Bureau, 3/26/65. 
P. 




// 

7 

'.-5? 

/ 



It is noted that copies have been designated for the 
U. S. Attorney at Montgomery and at Birmingham, Ala. , however, no 
dissemination of this report is being made at this time. 



IN CM utac 



a MAMi 



DO NOT WRITS IN SPACES KOOW 



5 Bureau (AMSD - REG^ST^RED MAlA) ^9** 



0 mod ne (Seima) 

1 USA, Montgomery 
1 USA, Bfirmingham 

5 Birmingham (44-1236) 



OlSSEM (NATION RECORD OP ATTACHED REPORT 



RtMCa. 


1 4 /> 
















3- 


r 



























Hr'W i ^ 



NOTATIONS 



= 4r . 



KEC-6. 



» 1 



© 



BH 44-1236 
6 



V The following description was obtained through 

interview and observation: 



Name 

Residence 



Race 
Sex 

Date and place 

of birth 
Height 
Weight 
Build 
Hair 
Eyes 

Complexion 
Social Security No. 
Employment 
Military service 



Marital status 



GARY THOMAS ROWS, JR. 

205 16th Place SW, 

Apartment 35A 

FjLra Ingham, Alabama 

White 

Male 

August 15, 1930, Savannah, 
Georgia 

6' 

220 lbs. 

Medium 

Red 

Blue 

Light 

255-46-1902 

Presently unemployed 

U. S. Marine Corps Reserve, 
Stf 1044062; honorably 
discharged March 4, 
1957 

Divorced 




9- 



Daf< 



3/29/65 



THOW 





At approximately 4 p.m., March 26, 1965, ^CAR 
JWE . -T Tt , , wgg mared unde^arres^ij^SAs 

• <J ^| k at a # 

location on the outskirts of Bir3i?gtiaminT?3 vicinity P 
ol the southern city Units of Birmingham, Alabama. ^ 



1 C_ 



ROWE was advised that he did not have to furnish 
any information, that any information he furnished could 
be used against him in a court of law and that he could 
consult an attorney. He was informed that ha would be trans- 
ported immediately to the office of the U. S. Ccsniss loner 
in the U. S. Post Office Building at Birmingham, Alabama, 
where bond would be set and that while at the u. S. Post 
Office Building he would be placed in the custody of the 
U. S. Marshal. ROWE cade no statement except to the effect 
that he would contact his attorney whil3 at the office of 
the U. S« Marshal. 

ROWE was immediately transported to the office 
of the U. S. Marshal at Birmingham, Alabama, and was 
afforded an immediate appearance before U. S. Commissioner 
LOUISE 0. CHARLTON, it being noted that ROWE's attorney, 
MATT MURPHY, JR., was present. 



- 3/26/65 Birmingham, Alabama 

On ' ot 




BH 44-1236 



Dot* dictated 



3/29/65 



Tfcto tfoevawnt oonlalM n*tth*r r*aonoMn<tollon* not conclusion* of th* FBI. It to Ihm property ol th* FBI «ft4 to loan** to 
rear m»«ti It «a4 11* ceotont* at* not to bo •totrlbvtod' ootold* your aa*ncy. 

// 



0 



ru^ 3/26/65 



r 

* At 1:48 p.m., March 26, 1965, a search warrant was serv« 

at the apartaaat %>t <GAKY THOMAS RCWE, JR. , Apartment Number 35A, 
205 16th Place, S outhwest, Birainghajs^^J^aaaA^JjL^jl^ co^P^y 
£*Spe^UlA gents ^[jj ijj§ § ^ ^ ^ » ^ n< * 

fjs^gggga,^^- gpecialAgen^^Rlj!^ executed search 

warrant issued by the U. S. District Court, Northern District 
of Alabama, 

\ 

The apartment was entered through the unlocked 
rear door, after permission to enter had been requested. 
It was determined upon entering the apartment thzy it was 
unoccupied. A copy of the search warrant and a list of 
items taken pursuant to the search warrant was left at the 
premises at 2:35 p.m. 

The premis es were searched by SA ^^^^SS^E^^^^J 

and^£^^^^3k and the search was compieTeaat2T35p.m. 
March 26, 1985. 

The following items were tAken: 

/ 

1) One metal container, army brown in color with 
the following markings *' Do not use as food container, 
900 cartridges A 30 carbine ball Ml in 50 round 
cartons lot LC 13029." 

Containing as follows: % 

v. 

A) 139 rounds of various caliber live an munition 
and one spent .22 cartridge casing. , 

' * i ? 

B) One 30 round capacity magazine for .3(7 

caliber revolver. *' 

*- i 

C) One cloth bag containing 126 'rounds ? 
Various caliber live ammunition and one spent 
.38 cartridge casing. The bag is marked 
Cherry-Burrell Corp. 



/ 



On 3/26/65 „» Birmingham, Alabama 




FiU * BH 44-1236 

4^ CL 

Dat« dictated - 



3/26/65 



Thlo doc«i»oat con la is* noithor rocommondallono nor cone hi* ton* of tho PB!. It im tfco property of tbo FBI and is looood H 
Tomt «««Bcr; H ood Urn eoeltnli or* not to bo distributed out aid* yooi ogoney. 



BH 44-1236 

2 . 



%D) Four boxes of "Western Brand Super-Match" 
midrange .30 caliber ammunition containing a 
total of 80 rounds of live ammunition and 
80 spent cartridges. 



2) One German made bayonet and sheath. 

»r fASta 

:;: -j 



3) One * 38 caliber Western live cartridge found 
on bedrooa dresse 



/ 




1 3 



Oat* 



3/26/65 



EUGENE 
Special Agents 
at Lorene's Cafe, 
^March 26, 1965* 




was placed u^^^^y^^^^^^^^ . 

7~5Tlabama, at 11:08 a.m., I 



Dessemer, ax a Da ma 




FiU I 



Dot. dictotoJ 3/26/65 



Thl« document eon tain* neither roe oa Mad at lone nor coochialoai of tho FBI. It im the property ol tbo P|| 
Tow of onoy } H end ilo « oat onto wo not to no dlatributod ontaldo yonr eeenor* 



and in loaned to 



Dot* _ 



3/26/65 



EUGENE THOMAS arrived at the FBI Office, 
14th Floor, 2121 Building, Birmingham, Alabama, at 11:45. a.m., 
March 26, 1965. i 



_ 3/26/65 Birmingham, Alabama 

\jn i i . . of in - ,. . I. . ... — 



Filo I 



BH 44-1236 



E m . 1h S*?^ 



Dot. di Ct0t«(, 3/2P/fi^ 



Thl* doc«»«Ml e onto 1a* neither recommendation* nor cane lea loaa of the FBI. It is the property of the. FBI 
row iftMri II •»*' it* coolant* or* net to b* diatribe tad nUUi year a«oo*r. 

/f> 



and 1* leased to 





04- 



?<9- 



EUGENE THOMAS furnished the following information 
pertaining to his physical description: 



NasaeV~ EUGENE THOMAS, aka Gene 

Date of Birth: March 21, 1923 



Place of Birth: 

Face : 

Sex: 

Height: 

Weight: 

Eyes: 

Hair: 

Scars and Harks , 
and tattoos: 



Bes3ener f Alabaea 
White 

Hale 

6 % 

178 pounds 
Blue 
Brown 

Tattoo of girl In bathing suit; 
on left upper outer arm, word t 

of birds, color blue and red on 
chest. Birds being approximately 
3 inches by 2 Inches . 



*\ * V • - 



BH 44-1236 

A . ■ 



Relatives: 
Children: 



Employed: 



Current residence: 



past residence: 



Arrests: 



Wife, FLOSEY LOUISE THOMAS, 

nee, GARRETT 
WAYNE THOMAS, age si 
Wilks Station 
Bessemer, Alabama; 

CALVIN MERLE, age 19 

U. S. Air Force, California; 

MICHAEL ELM IS, age 15 
resides with parents; 

Aunt, LEON TR AMBLE 
4th Avenue 
Bessemer, Alabama; 

Uncle, J. E. BOYD 
Hueytown, Alabama; 

Fairfield Steet Company (TCI) 
position, machinist (employed 
24 years) 

1519 12th Avenue, North 
Bessemer, Alabama 
(three years) 

1600 Block Fairfax Avenue 
Bessemer, Alabama 
(fifteen years) 



THOMAS admits being arrested in 

1949 by the Jefferson County 

Sheriff's Office, in Bessemer 

for being drunk on the highway. 

He also admits that in 1963 he 

was arrested by the Tuscaloosa 

County Sheriff's Office for being 

drunk on the highway, and carrying 

a concealed weapon. Mr. THOMAS 

said that it was during a demonstration 

that this arrest was made. Mr. 

THOMAS also advised that he has 

been arrested for two minor motor 

vehicle violations in Bessemer; 



~BH 44-1236 
5 

* Military Service: 

Selective Service 
Number: 

Social Security 
Number: 

Alabama Drivers 
License Number: 



U. S. Navy Serial Number, 
837 5461 

1 70 23 97 
418 18 1816 
05 23 123. 



fd-joi (n. v . i.«H.o) /C^DERAL bureau of investigatio^ 



3/26/65 
Dot* 



EUGENE THOMAS departed the FBI Office, 14th 
Floor, 2121 Building, Birmingham, Alabama, at 1:22 p.m.,* 
March 26, 1965, en route to the U. S. Commissioner's \ 
Office, located in the U. S. Courthouse, 5th Avenue and * 
19th Street. He arrived at the U. S. Commissioner's 
Office in the U. S. Courthouse at 1:29 p.m. on March 26, 
1965. 



On 3/26/65 ^ Birmingham, Alabama 
S 



Fi!# | BH 44-1236 



^ h Dot. olctofo 3 / 26 / 65 



TM« doeoMOt coo to In* n*tth*r roeonmadat Jona dot conclaatoaa of too FBI. It to tb« property of tkm FBI 
row •««a«yj It «a4 its eoaloata «to not to a* dlatrifeatod nUUi ynu igMor. 

J>4 



1* loaaad to 



BH 44-1236 



Incidental to the arrest of EUGENE THOMAS and a i 
search "of bis pers on, the followi ng Items were removed from <^ C— 
his Derson by SAjJjpgJ Jof the Birmingham Office of 

the Federal Bureauo^lnvestigaTlon. A receipt for this property 
was furnished to EUGENE THOMAS on March 26, 1965. The following * 
pages contain copies of the Items of interest* 

First, a commission card designating EUGENE THOMAS 
as a Special Constable for the purpose of law enforcement only. 

The second is a small metal police badge bearing • 
the name G. THOMAS, Special Police, Fairfield, Alabama. 

The third, a commission card entitled commission 
for special policeman, City of Bessemer, State of Alabama. 



BH 44-1236 % * . ... 



>-''.' -■' 
• * w 







COMRnsSION FO^S 

STATE Of AJUABAMA 
Jettei-Mn County 

■ TO WHOlrtT MAY CON 



This Ii To Certify ThA 1 
hss been duly Sworn ' 
POLICE OFFICER, 

^ofjjce^yithout 

TWo dA^of 

unless otherwise 
st discretloi 



POLICKMAN 
CITY OF BESSEMEE 



ifr-^ sJ^~ vt Sz 

In and Appointed by me ** a SPECIAL 
In a>G for the City of Be— emer, Xsf 
,ut cornp^ikt^m unUi-the . 

sy of J«C U^^ ' / . 1 *£^> 




xevoked 



Chief of Police 



Z4 . ;• 



iu* me*. i-i»-»0) 



0 



fiDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATi^ 



D«t* March 27, 1965 



In connection with the serving of a search warrant, 
served on Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS, wife of EUGENE THOMAS, 
\519 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama, on March 1965, 
and in connection with a Consent to Search statement voluntarily 
furnished by Mrs. FLOSSIE LOISE THOMAS concerning her 1958 
Oldsmobile bearing 1965 Alabama iicense 1B-19643, the following 
articles weAe taken, as indicated below; 



Article: 



1 - Smith & Wesson 
•38 revolver, ^ 
SN C418827 



6 rounds R-P.38 
Special ammunition 

1 -.38 Smith and 
Wesson snub- 
nosed revolver 
SN 179485 

5 rounds .38 
caliber ammunition 
(4 - REM-UMC .38 
special, 1 — R-P 
.38 special) 



1 box Peters 12 
gauge SP extra long/ 
ranf£ shotgun shells 

3 boxes Winchester 
.38 special ammuni- 
tion- / 



/ 




On 3/26Z6& „♦ Bessemer. Alabama %lF ;U § BH 44-1236 

* 




Dot* dictofd 3/26/65 



TM» doeaweat eoalelna neither neomwndailon* net conchelona of lb* FBI. It la tbe property *t Iba FBI 
row eqeeorj M aad lte eoatente ata aot to be 4l«uibule4 eatalda yaar eeanev. 



and la leaned la 



BH 44-1236 



Article : 

6 Remington .38 
special rounds pf 
ammunition in box 

1 Revelation 12 ■ 
gauge shotgun she^l 

1 Newport Model CN 
double barrel sawed^ 
off shotgun, Serial 
Number T70594 

1 box Remington 
12 gauge shotgun 
shells 

containing 21 shells 

1 box of spent .38 
caliber shells 

6 rounds Peters 
.38 caliber 
ammunition 





32. 



CUCKAL DUKCAU UT inTbdl IUH 



3/29/65 



In connection with a search conducted at the 
residence of EUGENE THOMAS, 1519 12th Avenue North, 
Bessemer , Alabama, pursuant to a search warrant dated 
March 26 r 1965, the following articles were observed 
in the residence of EUGENE THOMAS and are as follows: 




1 rusty chain, 
in length 



1 rubber hose, meta 
lined, approxi- 
mately 15" in length 

White Klan robe and 
hood 



5 United Klans of 
America applications 



it 





Bessemer. Alabama 




Fil.i BY 44-1236 



Dot* dictated 3/29/65 

Tkto 400*0)001 contain* ooltbor roc om Bond a Mono dot cencjvolooo of Iho FBI. It to too property of too FBI o»4 
row 000007 j It mat iim coetonto «io sot to bo 4 to tr tooted oetoide yoor 090007 . 

33 



lo loo&od to 



Dot* 



3/26/65 





3/26/65 



Bessemer, Alabama 



44-1236 




Tfcte 4mimM contain* noltbor ro« 
row oonncyj tt on* its content* mt 



OBModdllOM nor cooofoaiooo of tbo FBI. It to tbo pronortf of too FBI 
o not to bo «UtrU>«t*« eotoldo yonr nonaer. 



to loonod to 



Dot* 3/26/65 



At 11:27 a.m., March 26, 1965 
EATOf^^^^^^d in aj^FB 

^^S^tsStS*/!^^ and ^^^^IfjSE^ESftsSKP • He was men trans -y 
ported from his residence, Route 6, Box 866, Bessemer, 
Alabama, to FBI Headquarters, 2121 Building, Birmingham, 
Alabama. The arrival time at FBI Headquarters was 12; 06 p.m., 
March 26, 1965. 




h 7 



Birmingham 




BH 44-1236 



Dot* dictated 



3/26/65 



Hits tfoeoaoot eon lain* nolthor raeoMODdotlon* rot oooe his loss of too FBI. It to tbo property of too Fit 
root 000007 1 M oo4 Ito eootooto oro eot to bo outrtbutoo ootoMo poor opooep. 



aad to loaned to 





Name WILLIAM ORVILUB EATON 

Address Route 6, Box 866 

Bessemer, Alabama 




^ m J h Dot. dletoUfl* 3/26/65 



Tfcla <oe«MBl eoaf«jA* n«itft«r rveonmadftiion* aa» aoaeJaaJoM «f tba TBI. !» to lb* prop*rtr of »b» r»I am4 U j< 
vow i(*MT| M tta4 Ha cmImIi «• aot to fllaUlawtad ewtalda your aaanoy. 



BH 44-1236 



(Description of EATON continued) 

Birth April 12. 1923 

Limestone County, Alabama 
Height 5*7}" 
Weight 164 pounds 

Hair Brown, balding 

Eyes Blue 

Scars and marks One 4" operation scar 

stomach; one 4" scar . 
left leg; tattoo "u. S. Army' 
left arm, upper. 



Relatives Wife - MIRIAM MARIE EATON 

Same address 

Son - WILLIAM O. EATON, JR. 
Age 14, same address 

Son - EARL JOSEPH EATON, 

Age 17, same address 

Son - JAMES ELLIOT EATON, 
Age 10, same address 



Son - JOHN EATON 

Age 7, same address 

Daughter - PAMELA SUE EATON 

Age 4, same addres 

Tennessee Coal and Iron, 
Fairfield, Alabama 

Military service U, fifi Army 

January 22, 1940, to 
January 1, 1946. Discharge - 
honorable. Artsy Serial 
Number 20417902 
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BH 44-1236 ' 

(Description of EATON continued) 

Social Security Number 423-18-1472 
Alabama Driver's License 1412272 
Selective Service Number 1-69-23-422 



FD-301 <R«v. l-IS-40) 



EDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT^ 



Pat, "arch 27, 1965 




At 12:56 p.m., March 26, 1965, EATON was photographed 
in the FBI Office. At 1:01 p.m. on March 26, 1965, EATON 
was fingerprinted in the FBI Office. The fingerprinting 
was comnleted at 1:06 n.m. 



^^^^22 p.m., March 26. 1965, EATON was transported 
°y SAs^ Wtnd ■ f from the FBI Office to the y ~ 

office of U. S. Commissioner LOUISE 0. CHARLTON, Room 300, {? / 
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. EATON arrived at 
Mrs. CHARLTON's office at 1:36 p.m., March 26, 1965. 



3/26/65 



Birmingham, Alabama 




FiUl 



BH 44-1236 



h ? C~ 3/27/65 
Dot* dictated 



Tfcla «oc«»*»t eon la In* n«lth«t rocoaaoadatlono a or coochiBlona of th« FBI. II im tko 9»opvt\y of too F»I «4 !• ImmI to 
r«M o««»er j It ra4 It* eoatant* «ro sot to hm 41«trlb*l*4 ovtatd* y o«r i|Mor, 
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, ^„ m„. FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE 

3-29-65 



Oat* 



The following information was obtained from the wallet 
Of WILLIAM 0. EATON: 

(J>) One note containing the words JO ANNE SKATES , 1617 

Birkley Avenue , Bessemer* Alabama 

(2) One note bearing the name FRANK ELLIOTT, 425-3827 

(3) Note - sold to JOHN POINTS, 1950 Ford J blue truck, 
9-28-64, for $85.00 signed V. 0. EATON, Mllner Exchange 
Hotel, 262-8371 

(4) Note bearing the name C. A. DOCKINS, 787-4388. 

(5) Note bearing the numbers 271 

In addition to the above, Mr, EATON had, in his possess io 
the following described medicines: 

Coumadin, 5 mg., prescription #4243, Dr. HUTTO 

Prescription #93219, Dr. W. B. HUTTO 

Nitroglycerine 1/150 gr. (0.4 mg.) 

Butlsol Sod, I gr., Prescription #42942, Dr*. HUTTO. 



3-26-65 




Birmingham, Alabama 

fc j 

•ral & 9 



Fit. # 



BH 44-1236 



Dot* dictated 



3-29-65 



I'M* <Oc«mM coo la In. n.lih*r r.conak.txJatlon. aw cooola.loo. #1 tb* FBI. It U th« property of Ik* FBI «a4 t* ioao.tf to 
'W if«Mr; H «Ml it* ooal.nla mm dm to b. 44strlbwt*4 exit .id. yomt aooaey. 
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o o 

1 larch 27, 1965 

Dot* 

At 11:05 a.m., March 26, 1965, COLLIE LEROY W ILK INS, 
JR., 4005 - 40th Way, Fairfield, Alabama, was arrested at 
Highway U, Bessemer, Alabama, while driving a two-tone 





rhto c'ocoweot e onto loo nolthor rteenMadatiena nor cone hi* tons of the FBI. It U tfce property el tbe FBI eatf to leonee! to 
sow eeeeey; it eatf tto eootonta or* eot to ee Olotrtootee' oetotrfe your 090007. 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



Dot* 



March 27, 1965 



At 11:49 a.m., March 26. 1965. COL 
JB, , accompan iec^^y SAs ™"' 
and ^^p^^^^^^^^pir rived In the BTrmTngEam utiice of the 
FB^. WILKINS was photographed and f ingerprinte d and_departed 
the office in the company of Agents 
1:21 p.m. 



4?^ 




3/26/65 



Birmingham, Alabama 




FiUi 
Dot* dictated 



BH 44-1236 



3/27/65 



rhla 4ee«mal eon la In* aalthar r«ce*m«ndaUons a or ceachialoaa of tha FBI. It 4a tba praparty al tka FBI 
^aar ataacyj U aa4 Ma eaatanta «ra aal ta ka distributed aatalda year ««eaey. 



la 1mm4 <• 
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March 27, 1965 




Name 

Birth 

Height 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair 

Build 

Complexion 
Education 

Occupation 

Military Service 



COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 
also known as 
Lee Wilkins 
July 25, 1943 
Birmingham, Alabama 
5*9" 

195 pounds 
Blue 

Dark brown 

Stocky 

Medium 

Fairfield High School, 
quit in 11th grade. 
Automobile mechanic - 
self -employed 
None 



3/26/65 




Birmingham, Alabama 



Fil# | BH 44-1236 



mjh 4?C- 



Dot* dictated 



3/27/65 



"hie doeitmoot canto too neither recoaiBondatlono dot eonctaoloe* of tha FBI. U io Uto property el the FBI 
our agency; II end Ite eon t onto ere sot to bo dletrlbvted oetcldo year aaooey. 



and la loaned to 



(Description of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS continued) 



Selective Service No, 



Parents 



Brothers 



Sister 

Marital status 
Scars and marks 
Prior arrests 



Prior employments 



1-122-43-393 

Registered with Selective 
Service Local Board 122, 
4604 J Gary Avenue, Fairfield, 
Alabama. 

Registered July 31, 1961. 

COLLIE LEROY WILKINS t father, 

4005 - 40th Way; 

ALICE ELIZABETH WILKINS, 

Nee Austin - mother 

4005 - 40th Way 

Fairfield, Alabama 

GLEN WILKINS, 4 years, 
at home 

JAMES WILKINS, 12 years, 
at home. 

MARIE WILKINS, 16 year's, 
at home 

Single - never married 

Appendix scar on abdomen 

1961-62, Midfield, Alabama, 
Driving While Intoxicated; 
1963-64, Hueytown, Alabama; 
iPA; 

1964, Bessemer, Alabama, 
AIM (Assault With Intent to 
Murder) 

United Motor Freight, 
Birmingham, mechanic, 6 months 
1964 until December 31, 1964; 
Don Drennan Motor Company, 
Birmingham, mechanic, 4 years, 
1960, early part of 1964 
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BH^44-1236 

(Description of COLLIE LEROY WILKINS continued) 

Characteristics Sometimes wears glasses. 

Vehicle owned 1946 Chevrolet pick-up 

truck, white, red, green, 
rusted. 



^JfcDERAL BUREAU Or INVEST IGAT^ji 



D«t« M*rrh 29, 1965 



irVi; 



Pursuant to a search warrant issued by LOUISE 0. 
CHARLTON, United States Commissioner, Birmingham, on March 26, 
^965, the living quarters of COLLIE LER&Y WILKINS, JR., 
who resides with his parents, Mr* and Mrs. COLLIE LEROY 
WILKINS, SR., at^OO^OthWav, Fair field Alabam a, were 
searched by SAs p: and H f . The 

se ar ch warrant was "re sented to Mr. a n* Mrs^ i^L KINS at 
their residence, by^SA l^BMHHH^at which*time Mr. 
WILKINS stated that he would interpose no objections to 
the search. 



mere was located in a closet of the room normally 
occupied by COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., and his younger brother, 
one Wards Western Field Repeating Rifle, Model 31A, .22 caliber, 
long rifle, which was disengaged from the stock, and contained 
in a brown canvas carrying case. No ammunition for this rifle 
was located. 




A copy of the search warrant as issued by" United 
States Commissioner LOUISE 0. CHARLTON was left with Mr. and 
Mrs. WILKINS, SR., reflecting the above described rifle had 



bee n t aken , pursuant to th e search warrant by 

and^ Wjk at 5:30 P.m7 on March 2i 



> 3/26/65 ot Fairfield, Alabama 



FiU I BH 44-1236 




uof* dictated 



•3 /nr% /cc 



Tblo 4oc«Mit con la in. n*llK«i rtcanMadalloni nor c one turn loom of tho FBI. 
row iftMTt " •»* »• contooto ot* «ot le bo 4 in tribute on I* Id* row 0900c r. 



It lm th. proportr of too FBI m4 1* looooo: to 



BH 44-1236 
RGJ:«Jh 

. . ■ . 

u - s> Marshal's Office , ^ 
BlTMlngha«7TrTab!m^^BvTsed that EUGENE THOMAS, GARY THOMAS 
ROWS, JR., and WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON were released on $50,000 
bond at'9:30 p.m., March 26, 1965. 



She advised that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS was not 

««1 «.oc>a«« U«*n>i Oft IQfiS. » o ho won Viol H An o r»T»n>i»+ -I ivn 

violator's warrant issued by U. S. Distr ict Judge C. W. , 
ALGOOD, Birmingham, Alabama. ■ % said that WILKINS b /C 

was subsequently released on ^SiJTuuT^ond for the warrant 

in connection with the shooting of victim, Mrs. ANTHONY J. 
LIUZZG and an additional ^5w bond on ms prouanon v iGj.» wCr s 
warrant. WILKINS was released at approximately 2:30 p.m.* 
March 29, 1965. 



1 



March 27, 1965 



At 1:41 p.m. on March 26, 1965, WILLIAM ORVILLE 
BATON, EUGENE THOMAS and COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., appeared 
before U. S. Commissioner LOUISE O. CHARLTON, Room 300, 
Federal Building, Birmingham, Alabama. All three men were 
represented by Attorney MATT MTJRP2T. The U. S. Government 
was represented by Assistant U* S. Attorney R. MACEY TAILOR* 

Mr. TAYLOR advised the 0. S. Commissioner that 
warrants had been issued for EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS in 
the Middle District of Alabama on March 26, 1965, for viola- 
tion of Title 18, U. S. Code, Section 241. Mr. TAYLOR 
further stated the original warrant had not arrived at 
that time in Birmingham but should be in the possession of 
the U. S. Marshal in Birmingham on or before March 29, 1965. 

At this time U. S. Commissioner CHARLTON stated that 
she would then set a temporary bond for the above three men. 
Mr. TAYLOR asked the Commissioner if she wished the recommen- 
dation of the U. S. Attorney's Office pertaining to the amount 
of the bond. The U. S. Commissioner stated she did not 
wish this recommendation and then set bond for each of the 
three above-listed men at $50,000 each. 

At this point, EATON, THOMAS and WILKINS were 
placed in the custody of the U. S. Marshal in Birmingham, 
Alabama, in lieu of bond. 



3/26/65 




Birmingham, Alabama 



Fil. i 



BH 44-1236 



Dat« dictated 



3/27/65 



This doe»M*t a oat a 1a* nollhor r.coaanwndaUona nor cone hi a ion a of too FBI* It im too property of tho FBI 
veor Ofooori It ood Ito cootooto aro oot to bo dlotrlbulod ovtoido yoor aaoacy. 

cy 



end la loonod to 



CUCKAU PUKCAU Wr lit T Cd I IvA I l 



r%~*~ March 29. 1965 



LOUISE O. CHARLTON, U. 3. Commissioner , Birmingham, 
Alabama, issued the following search warrants on affidavits 
sworn to by SA MARVIN M. EUBANKS on March 26, 1965: 

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18408, for the 
search of Apartment #35^A, 205 - 16th Place, Southwest, 
Birmingham, Alabama, the residence of GARY THOMAS ROWS, JR. 

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18406, for the 
search of the residence and automobile of WILLIAM ORVILLE 
EATON, Route 6, Box 866, Bessemer, Alabama. 

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18409, for the 
search of the residence and automobile of EUGENE THOMAS, 
1519 - 12th Avenue, North, Bessemer, Alabama. 

Commissioner's Docket #75, Case #18407, for the 
search of the residence and autombile of COLLET LEROT WILKINS, 
JR., 4005 - 40th Way, Birmingham, Alabama. 

On March 26, 1965, the above-described search warrant 
issued in Case #18406 was returned unexecuted. 



3a 3/26/65 „ Birmingham, Alabama fiu i EH 44-1236 



/ hss 



Dot* Actotid 3/29/65 



TkU €*««■>* m contains n*uh*t r *c oBM»4a U©i\» sot eeac tea Ions ol too FBI. St to tbo aropofty of Ik* FBI -no lo looaoi to 
row ooooey/ It ooo. it* eootanto «io oot to bo ototrlfcotoo 1 ootoMo yoot 000007. 



KLAN ASSOCIATIONS 



EUGENE THOMAS 




* According to' 

EUGENE THOMAS has been an active member of the Bessemer 
Klavern, United Klaus of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan. 



_ _ - _ advised on 

March 29, 1965, that EUGENE THOMAS is presently an active 
member of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Inc., KEEK. 



WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON 



(advised on 

March 29, 1965, that WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON is a member at 
the present time of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Inc., 



GARY THOMAS ROVE, JR. 

advised on 

March 29, 1965, that he knew GARY THOMAS RCffiX, JR. , as a 
member of the Eastview Klavern Number 13, UKA, Inc., KKKK, 
for several years. 



COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR. 




dvlsed on 



March 29, 1965, that COLLIE LEROY WILKINS, JR., is a member 
at the present time of Bessemer Klavern Number 13, UKA, Inc., 




UNlt^D STATES DEPARTMENT OF J^fTICE 

aDEBAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGAT1 

1*4"* Birmingham* Alabama 

March 30, 1965 



Title 



EUGENE THOMAS; 
WILLIAM ORVILLE EATON; 
COLLIE LEROT WILKINS, JR. ; 
GARY THOMAS ROWE, JR. 
VIOLA LIUZZO - VICTIM; 
LEROY JEROME MOTON - VICTIM 



Character 
Reference 



CIVIL RIGHTS - ELECTION LAWS 

Report of Assistant Special Agent 
In Charge Robert G. Jensen, 
dated March 30, 1965, at 
Birmingham, Alabama 



All sources (except any listed below) whose Identities 
are concealed in referenced communication have furnished reliable 
information in the past . 



This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI • It is the property of the TBI and is loaned to 
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 
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UNITED KLANS OF AMERICA , INC. 
KNIGHTS OF THE KU KLUX KLAN (UKA) 



Records of Superior Court of Fulton County, 
Georgia, reflect that this Klan organization was granted 
a corporate charter on February 21, 1961, at Atlanta, 
Georgia, under the name United Klans, Knights of the Ku 
Klux Klan of America, Inc. 

A source advised on February 27, 1961, that 
United Klans was formed as a result of a split in U~ S. 
Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, Inc. According to 
the source, the split resulted from a leadership dispute 
and United Klans has the same aims and objectives as 
the parent group. These are the promotion of Americanism, 
white supremacy and segregation of the races. 

The first source and a second source advised 
in July, 1961, that United Klans, Knights of the Ku Klux 
Klan of America, Inc., merged with Alabama Knights, Knights 
of the Ku Klux Klan. The merged organization established 
headquarters in Suite 401, the Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama. (The organization is directed by ROBERT SHELTON, 
Imperial Wizard, and is the dominant Klan group in the 
South with units in several Southern States.) 

Second source advised that at a meeting at" 
Prattville, Alabama, on October 22, 1961, the U. S. Klans, 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan, merged with the United Klans 
of America, Inc., Knights of the Ku Klux Klan. 

Third source advised on September 24, 1964, that 
the United Klans is currently an active organization, with 
Klaverns in several Southern states; that ROBERT M. SHELTON 
was re-elected Imperial Wizard on September 5, 1964, at 
a National Klonvocation in Birmingham, Alabama. The National 
Office remains in Suite 401, Alston Building, Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama.. 



